Campaign Against
Prison Censorship
and Book Banning




As you know, hundreds of thousands of books, magazines and other materials are banned in U.S
prisons. Simultaneously many prison systems are increasing their grip over correspondence, seeking to
block physical mail altogether and replace it with scans or tablet based messaging, both of which are

tools facilitating surveillance and control. We can tell you from the outside these moves are similar to
what is going down out here with oppressive legislatures, school districts, and mainstream media
throttling what can be taught, read, and discussed.

b,
At the moment, efforts to push back against censorship and book banning in prisons are disconnected
and uncoordinated, from one author somewhere suing to get their book in, to someone locked up over
their filing a grievance against a mailroom block. We are part of a growing coalition seeking to band
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The pendemic exacerbated the cruel conditions of jail and prison with the closing of educarional
5 programs and libraries, preventing incarcerated people from having access to reading materials at a time of
% increased lockdowns and solitary confinement. We are often told by people writing to us that we are the
only way that they can ever receive any reading material. It is in this context that prison authorities have
worked to make the problem more cruel by implementing various new restrictions and regulations to
prevent literature from reaching people. More often than not, they selectively enforce overly broad
interpretations of new policies to cover for political and targeted repression and 2 general disdain for
prisoner rights and the humanities. This prison mail censorship is taking place while right-wing
reactionaries are trying to ban books from public schools and librarics, signifying 2 fascist escalation
u&nldamnub:oppmed. /

Somepﬁmnmmmmﬂngmﬂpmmﬁngwpm&uhgd@dnﬂmmmcha
Smart Communications or TextBehind: this prevents people from holding physical copies of their mail,
, =% forced o read poor scans or use expensive tablets. Others are narrowing the definition of 2 publisher or
e distributor to only Amazon or Edward R. Hamiltor, preventing ordinary bookstores or publishers of

materlals otherwise unavailable elsewhere from reaching people in prison. Many prisons, such as medium |
¥ and high security federal institutions, by policy have previously allowed hardcover books if sent direct

from the publisher, but many are now implementing their own instirutional supplements which violate
mondpnﬂcy&o&:rm&thmlybmmgaﬂbo&,mpmmdmmﬁdy

Prison ccnmrahip includes the nation’s largest book ban, not just a few controversial
or unorthodox books, bur hundreds of thousands of classics, Black literature,
LGBTQ contents, educational books and college rextbooks, among many others.
Prisoners are being denied many educational, mind opening, and entertaining
volumes. Books unite us all, despire the racial, sexual orientation, or political beliefs
of the authors, We cannot allow the Right-wing politicians, fake parent groups, or
¢ other bodies from acting as our censors. It isn't just in prison that they are doing all
this, they are doing it all over American society as well. They want ideological and
political hegemony and conformity. Fighting book banning is a struggle against
fascism. We need to stand up, not back down in the face of unjust authority, or
would be dicrators.




In the 1920s and 1930s during
the Harlem Renaissance, the
cultural Aowering of Black
America fourished. Such writ-
ers as Countee Cullen, Langston
Hughes, Zora Nesl Hurston, Al
ice Moore Dunbar-Nelson, Jes-
sic Redmon Fauset, Georgia
Douglas  Johnson, Clande
McKay, Richard Wrright, and
wwmm
novels, poetry, and non-fiction
works which touched millions

Then, in the 1960s and 1970s
during the Civil Rights and
Black Power eras, suthors such
as Lorraine Hansberry, Haki
Madhubuti, Amiri Baraka,
Askia Muhammad, James Bald-
win, Eldridge Cleaver, Toni
Morrison, Glen Ford, Alice
Walker, Audre Lord, Walter
Mosley, Maya Angelou, and
many others used their writing
to celebrate Black life and cul-
ture and to push for civil and
buman rights. Since the 1980s,
best-selling Black authors have
included Octavia E. Butler, Glo-

As important as Black literature
is to Black culture, self-esteem,
history, it is currently under at-
tack by racist politicians, white
supremacists, Tramp conserva-
tives and others on the right-

wing political spectrum. They
mnwbmmn

WHAT TYPE OF MOVE-
MENT DO WE NEED?

hhnnpwun:r.hn.mb\nkia

Black p !
orcpplundl:lyd:ewht:pv
emment or people of the USA.

cessing relevant cultural materi-
als reflecting who they are. of those already in books
through bars programs, Tedical
Neo-fascists in America sim to book publishers, and other
mabe toxic masculinity and groups distributing literarre to
viewpoint and tun back whar-  groups, anti-racists, people who
ever social advances by Black have family members in prison,
people have been made in the anti-fascist tendencies, and oth
last ffty years By changing ers who are opposed to mass in-
American society in this way, carceration in the USA and the
they will compel the entire soci- systematic denial of prisoners’
ety into obedience to the fascist constitgtional and  human
line. Recently, they have begun rights. We need to be clear that
carrying guns and a list of 400 we are all coming together to
books they want to ban into - create & mass-based fightback,
brary board meetings. Soon it and together that is the anly
'WaY WE Can win.
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Date: -
Inmate: _ IS
Tratity: n_'m: '!

FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS
NOTICE OF REJECTION OR IMPOUNDMENT OF FUBLICATIONS

DCt GEMSSm———

This is notice that the following publication:

Title: "Black August

Volume/lssue/Edition: am«mmmmmm:«m

Which was received on the following date: _03/02/2022

From: _True Leap Press Zine Distre

P.0 BOX 6045 Concord CA 94524

Has been reviewed by an authorized employee, and:

0

#
O

O
O

1S IMPOUNDED pending review by the Department’s Literature Review Commintes, because another institution belioves
the publication contains subject matter that is inadmissible per Section (15) of Rule 33-501.401, F.A.C.

+ 18 IMPOUNDED pending review by the Deg 's Liter Review Commi because the Warden or designee
believes the publication contains subject matter that is inadmissible per Section (15) of Rule 33-501.401, FA.C.
1S IMPOUNDED pending review by the Dep s Li Review C per Section (19) of Rule 33-501.401,

F.AC mwwmbﬂkmﬁhhmsmmmﬂﬁnurywm indicates that giving ber or him
access 1o subject matter in this publication would constinue & threat to the security, order, or rehabilitative objectives of the
correctional system or the safety of a person. (Specify):

ISWMmmhMbymmf‘ *s Lit Review Committee has reviewed the
imed that it ins subject matter that is inadmissible per Section (15) of Rule 33-501.401, F.AC.
ISM&MMM»MM (Specify)

Criteria in Section (15) of Rule 33-501.401, F.A.C authorizes IMPOUNDMENT or REJECTION becsuse the publication:

0 (15Ka) depi ‘wespons. smeesifions, borbs, chemical agente, or inceadiary devices:

L1 (E5Kb) depicts, m«mm«rwhwmmnmm contaits bleeprists, dmwings o similar
s 7 or facility, or inclodes road maps Gt e Beellisme excape from 3 corestional inerititing or

4

L) (15Xe) depicts or desor Sircs fo the brewing of shockk =i

01 (15Kd) depins : P — 5 e ik ov ot B a Geseribes

O s provides el -

O sHn :::Iahueuwkmmaluﬂ-u iy siboct to § by Dep Eiall s 0 moming o

0O ussm provides or g {2 ceim

=] T "
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- z othey scmETTer £roup, of otherwise prosmotcs the gang colwre o Besyie

OO (15§k) throatens J— i

o (Ii)l)}dmmoﬂ'wmmmu!Mﬂmﬂﬂdﬂmﬂ.lmmﬁiwtﬂ
‘Sadnmasnchistic ety pubie

sbuse; (5.) Acrual lewd exibition of the peoitale; (6.) Actual physical eooact with 4 person’s wclothed
mhmenw ﬂ‘mW-ammﬁumhthhmmfmwﬂJme

bastery

DC5-101 (Effective 6120) Page 1 of2
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Incorporated by Reference in Rule 33-501.401, FAC.

1 nakily b s0ch & Wiy the aoch

B o intended physical contact with bied pemitats, pubic area, bencks or fomale bre ity. dighwity or by foruign object,
ﬂWﬁmﬂlmhmMm
1 (15Key 1 cmmwmmuumﬁnumdn
i threat o ceder wywiem or 1o the sdety ol oy person;
o
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THELLIFECPANIOEIANT I\ TERALY,

By Wayland “X" Coleman

Why would U.S. prisons — the self-proclaimed “champions of rehabilitation” —
ban books and deem literature to be contraband? In order to make sense of
this question, it is important for us to take a look at what contemporary
incarceration is, so that we can analyze the psychosocial political
foundation that has historically allowed one group of people to remove
literacy from another in order to secure physical, economic, and intellectual
control and dominance. Why is there even a thing such as prohibiting literacy
in any setting related to the world's “country of freedom” today, and what
are the social, political, and economic patterns that have been able tu
insidiously maneuver through, and escape generations of struggle to abolish
racism, white supremacy, and inequality in Amerikkka?.In order to address the
question of anti-literacy in its contemporary form, we have to look back at
the historical events that shaped the idea of prohibiting literacy in the
first place, so that we can analyze it in its proper ewvolutionary context

We already know that the sociopolitical and economic strategy of prohibiting
literacy in Amerikkka was born from the tomb of Amerikkkan chattal slavery.Ina
writing titled “Let’s Make A Slave Kit,"{year unknown), WilliamLynch explained to
whiteslaveownersthattheycouldneverletenslavedpeople

learn how to read. In his teachings to the slave owners ahout how to keep
Africans subjugated and in slavery for generations, he explained that if
enslaved people ever learned to read, they would then want to negotiate for
equal treatment, and would want to have discussions as “humans,"” and at that
point you would have lost a slave. Where Willie Lynch expressed a concern for
intelligent negotiation for equality if the oppressed were allowed literacy,
Fredrickﬂnuglass‘sstaryhighlightsthewnrﬂfsufwhiteman,thatliteracyCﬂUIdhE
used as a tool to literally escape oppression. To literally gain

autonomy and freedon. In 1748, several slave states adopted laws (politicsivia The
Negro Act, whichcriminalized the teaching of Blacks to read and

write.+ The importance of literacy and — in relevance to this particular
dialog — the strategy of banning it, has been expressed historically through
the institution of slavery. When we ask ourselves of what purpose{s) the
applications of anti-literacy served, and we view it through its appropriate
lens, we find ample evidence of a racist intentte build and maintain white sUpremacy
and superiority, anti-Blackness and Black inferiority. 0r simply Put, white male
control over Black peoples’ bodies. Why isthis history relevantto incarceration
today?

When the soldiers announced in 1865 that plantation slavery was abolished,
they did not announce that all forms of slavery would be abolished in this
so-called land of “freedom.” Through the politics of legislation (law
making), the institution of slavery was allowed to exist in another form.
Incarceration. The 13™ Anendment of the U.S. constitution-which is the
political language that would ultimately bring plantation slavery to its
knees—both abolished slavery, and — under the same breath — made an exception
clause for it to survive through the times and through all of the civil
struggles, se thatitwould maintain its existence as part of Amerikkka's

white supremacist economic culture generations into the future.Since the 13%
Amendment made the exception that chattel slavery could exist as

punishment for criminal convictions, the institution of slavery was able to
symbiotically attach itself to the carceral system, and preserve its
existence within this country in spite of all of the civit rights and Black
Liberation movements. By rerouting slavery's anti-Black ideals through

prisons, the “inmate"” became the new, or contemporary chattel-property, and allof
the dehumanization, abuses, social prejudices, attitudes, and stigmas that
were attached to the enslaved, became applicable to the incarcerated party,



Though incarcerated people are not considered to be living “in slavery,”
prisons have adopted, and insidiously modified many of the practices,
attitudes, and strategies of the chattel slave institution. For example, the
subject of this specific writing, anti-literacy. Although there may be legal
protections against the total prohibition of literacy in Amerikkka, prisons
are permitted to severely restrict literary pursuits, including a restriction
on how much literary material an incarcerated person can own and possess at
one time. In Massachusetts, incarcerated people are only permitted to own and
possess ten (1@8) books, magazines, or newspapers (183 CMR. 403.10(2)(b)), of
which each kind of those reading materials counts towards your restricted
number of books. For example, if you were to have three newspapers in your
possession, you would only be allowed to possess seven books. If we were to
include a magazine within these, we would be considered-by the institution —
as “over the limit.” At that point, our property could be confiscated, and we
could be punished for having eleven books. By breaking the rules that
prohibit our literary pursuits, the incarcerated person becomes subjected to
modified whippings, in the newfangled form of disciplinary sanctions, e.g.,
loss of privileges such as phone calls to family members, canteen purchases,
visits, yard and gym time, loss of tablet, or any other privileges that the
institution decides to use as its whip at the moment.

Prison today is a modernized institution for the preservation and
perpetuation of white patriarchal ideas of control, supremacy, and
profiteering from the oppression of poor, dehumanized human bodies, that are
politically targeted to be made inferior to essentially, upper and middle
class white settler society.

It is important to recognize that the main purpose of imprisenment today is
mass human warehousing. Beyond the profit motive, it is the targeted removal

and disappearing of people who are criminalized by the state that remains its
primary social function. Yet the economic idea of slavery was also based on
making maximum profit by instituting a free-labor workforce. Today, the only
law on the books that permits slavery to exist in any form is the 1310
mmendment. Because the 13t Amendment failed to abolish slavery in a prison
setting, prisons over the years have been able to take on a corporate role,
and maximize profits by instituting a free-labor workforce through
incarcerated workers. Though, most incarcerated workers earn $1 per day for
their servitude, this one dollar payment is simply a slave's wage, and pales
in comparison to the minimum wage of $15 dollars per hour in Massachusetts —
for example. Contemporary corporations like Keefe Commissary Network,
Securus, Corrlinks, Wellpath, etc., have become billionaires off of the
modernized oppression of human beings.

prison and slavery have a symbiotic relationship that have allowed the
institution of slavery to survive through decades of civil struggle, and
which permits — via insidious political activity and social ignorance — many
strategies and activities related to slave breaking and slave making to exist
in a contemporary setting. Because the language of slavery still exist on the
books today, prisons have been able to benefit from a free-labor workforce,
and corporations have been able to exploit billions of dollars from the
contemporarily oppressed. The history of anti-literacy has shown us that
anti-literacy was a controlling strategy, that was purposed to prevent the
gaining of liberties by the oppressed. Anti-literacy is necessary for prisons
to function today, because through literacy, the contemporarily oppressed and
caged will gain knowledge and education about the ways that we are being
manipulated for the benefit of the wealthy and the white, and incarcerated
people may learn how to make the connections between slave resistance
practices and modern practices as I have done here. If incarcerated people
gain a real understanding of how the system works, and of the many ways in
which we are bamboozled, people would be encouraged to protest these vile
conditions and strategies via intelligent negotiation for equal treatment —
as Willie Lynch cautioned against — for things like, perhaps minimum wage.
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Incarcerated laborers — with their literacy — would understand the power of

work stoppages, which would be financially detrimental to the functionine of
prisons, which could act as a threat for the shutting down of many prl:,on:;
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= 5one incarcerated peaple learn law, and are able tDLescaae to
freedom by overturning their convictions, or they provide a means to freedom
for others by overturning convictions, which — the gaining of freedom - yas a
fear of white men regarding the education of the oppressed. Anti-literacy is
important for the prison industrial complex today because, in order to keep
thelr prison cages open and functioning in & soclally affordable way while
maximizing profits, free labor is necessary. Therefore, in order to maintain
their surplus labor force, the prisons must continue to deprive their
contemporary chattel-property from access to information, educational, and
legal resources.




e T— - — i = - ¥
it S MR SRR g
e %‘I"’?’ 0wy By Panda insurgente

M
:1 S
YT YT T Y Y TPY

Wnmmmnmmneiniizzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzz
| was going to start this letter with an old story, a story about the first book that | ever did
not recelve because of Censorship Rules & the banning of books inside. And, | will probably

/mmad»ﬂnrﬂonuf&mhyﬂnefddﬂt&tulmmm&mb&
ning of books & of words & of thoughts & of ppl, | begin to understand this concept on an-
other level | start to realize that this is a conspiracy created by THE STATE

/ Especially today...
So let me tell you a different story, a more recent
of september to be Exact, | was woke up @ about 7:45 AM to a banging on my door. Nothing ==
new. However this time, there was ALOT of banging, & yelling, & about 15 pigs outside of my
door, More banging & yelling. Snarling & cinking & whatever other noises a gaggle of pigz
make together when trying to startle or scare. | guess they did not realize that there was a
thousand pound steel door in between us, & a prisoner that gave zero fucks about what they

trying to do or say.
“| have not even brushed my teeth yet.. Bastards"

am, a litle lost | may or may not have been a little stoned, maybe an after brealdast
friday wake & bake... So for a 1 dered If | was d ing?_. Almost a lifetime worth
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of my “crime” that I've committed In the last couple years while being held
Correctional institution. But when they read my charges: “Conspiracy to Traffick
I cverything started to feel ke another nightmare. One that I've never had before. "WTF
was going on?" Then one of the scum pigz w/ the ugly shit brown shoes & the shit eating
grin, in a low whisper sald, “Where are your comrades @ now.7" This of course was Tollowed

Traffick..” . “Conspiracy” . my mind was stuck on this word. This “crime™ of conspiracy was
created by THE STATE to hide ppl without even a crime being committed. When we think about
\\ “Conspiracies,” most ppl tend to think about things ke Bigfoot, Ufo's, Blue Blooded Reptilians
ame&nﬁm&mwmmu'muwwhumwummm :

think about this being a “Crime” that the state has created to vanish ppl How Do You Prove a
Conspiracy? Something that never really happened? a crime of thought? or chance? a truly wic-
timless crime? How do | prove that this is a conspiracy against me? To vanish me? To censor
AL A0 N, SO, oy o, o~
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& Ko have ep d this constantly. This was |
to read Che's Guenilia Warfare or Komrade George's Soledad’
fell in love w/ Assata or found True Kingizm thru King Blaze's zines. |
you all of the bookz that | read that were banned just because a
them. But that’s not the point. Something that begin to stick out to me,
esp. after friday, that all of these ppl, whether radical or revolutionary or even just too
for AmeriKKKA all experienced one conspiracy or ancther. Whether charged with one,
for one. The censorship of books Is more than the banning of words or thoughtz. But

cyz. All have stories we will never hear because of the censorship rules & banning of bookz &

writingz on the inside. You will never get to read some of my favorite poetry & essayz, &

short stories & letters & communiquez | have written in the last 20 yrz. & | can just imagine
the short list | just named how many of their essayz & art & poetry we will never get to
read, & experience. How many more ppl will

our loved ones. Before Friday's
make & up out of here..
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mwmmnmwsma
mlw-duhdﬁuﬂghthumloﬂ:
artwork through the malfiroom s 1% class
mail. Then lo and behold two weeks later
sted from my publisher at

Photocophes from a private party
aliowed Title 15, section 3134.1(8)

This was one of the first times | saw
California Dept. of Corrections and
Rehabliitation ban photocoples coming
mapmmnﬂmmpdluym
h-admumplﬁabookbahgwp!d,
not & few random pages sent in, left me
no choice but to file a legal grievance to
challenge their decision, actions, and
memmmm
title 15, taken out of context to ban my

lm&gﬁm‘mmmﬂ
didmtlgmworlhhmd
the contents. The incoming Mail from my

: mmmmwmm JAME TO
PROTEST  jausat it was not & weag nota 1S
e bomb, nor was It nudity. MCSP Staff a1 ST iy I
decided that random | of m-«:—:':;‘::
o pe

shﬁudndmbdnqrmdlmuirm
peliefs. Now | love a good fight and | did
ﬁnmmm.mmpm
in & first level legal 602, since | *
documented the prison stole money from
me for & year.

mmawwmﬂrh
prhmbrzaywa—nwhdmm
man— would like to talk about a zine
called “How COINTELPRO Halped Destroy
ﬂuwd‘ﬂn1m'nulﬂnlp
wwmmmm
mimmbhﬁbwnnﬂ

confinement, because the prison #
administration and staff desmed it a threat =
to the institution. Now being desmed 2
threat over a book will give you an

b inate SHU | have read

L ke

s gt L Tt o B

states mail now is 1) sent to a vendor to
scan your maik; Z)pmﬂtmulwhomr’s
electric tablet; then 3) they off you to print
wurhms.m;wpimhrnbe
then mall them to you. 4) they destroy all
mall once i has been scanned. No more
1stamendment.

1 think this sy e striping of pi
of their 17t amendment rights is wrong
because:

1) poor prison prisoners Cannol afford
to buy the mail scanned into their
tablets;
Z}mhﬁuwmplmhpmw
possession have been hacked/could get
hacked. Note: CDCR Global te!
California prisoners tablets were all
hacked in 2022 (| have a copy of the

lettari)
S}Pmmmmmm
ghared with other prisoners and their
informetion, photos, cand are
upwdhmortﬂprhwmh\m
housing unit or on the yard.
4) Why should a family member pay for
the mail to be sent and the prisoners
incur & second loss to get it? 5) tablets
can loose their memory and any tatlet
can be corrupted by a virus or worm.

1 am only touching the tip of & very big
iceberg, since there are millions of 1%
smendment stories (read Prison Lega/
News and other prisoner solidarity
newsletters).

Will | soon be in a SHU on solitary
confinement? It's sad to say “I mightl”
becausa | challenged the ever and ali
powerful mallroom staff.
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New 1¢ amendment lssue, nobody talks

about: Freedom of speach and informatlon
does not exist in prison. Case in point,

tiess books and mag are sent
to countiess prisoners every day of the
year. Now If a cop deems the book or
magazine a threat a banned publication
notice is issued and you are given the
options 1) sent it back, 2) destroy i, in
rare instances 3) donats i

Mow, sary you get a magazine and on one
page thers is a picture of a naked person.
It will be banned, They will noe simply

the ki ive" page
mgm;vouﬁ\erutr.}epﬂwﬁoms&mr
point. ifthe cop likes the magazine it mey
even go home with him once they get the
form back saying “destroy.” f a book is
banned it just disappears and ends up on

L & sver-growing list of banned books.

Censor:hip Is only going to get worse. in
staff

tide 15 laws. Myﬂrsagoimbwmd
from di pop-
up um.w\d popwartwﬁt. lam

y d from out
Artwﬂtﬁlrwgh the mail entirely. Just me
nt this faclity. Nobody else,

w | loose 10-30 pieces of mail every yearto
& mailroom policy.

Do | risk a trip to the SHU or FHU?
Unfortunately.... Frobably since | am an
activist, an Anarchist, a social and political
radical, mnd 50 much more as | continue to
feam and grow. We must fight the fascist
bans on information coming In and out of
prisons. They want to disappasr prisoners.

This is a brief summation of the many 1=
amendment lasues prisoners have. Read
any Frison Legal Mews and you will be
appalied.

“Capwalist relattens oF eroducton
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’ Martin Sostre and the Destruction of _
s Censorship Regulations in ”V,

\\

-
p‘v the 1960’s and 1970’s. K 4
= 7 Ay This article is continued political education for the building of a new w \ ‘
- :, ' against prison and political censarship in this period. Although the prison
4 ‘ regulations and outside social conditions are not the same as they were in the 1960's, ) .
' - ‘ | when the Prisoner's Rights M, was founded, alongside the civil rights and ) 7
-‘__... radical protest movements of that time, we are still forced to fight what is now ’
L — political censorship used in the streets, schools and prisons by the same authorities l I‘-"‘
l‘ ’* - and institutions.
. -
r \ An Important activist prisoner, in what became the Prisoners’ Rights Movement ;—’ o

back in the day, was Martin Sostre, an Afro-Latinx political prisoner, who had been

framed for the Black rebellion in Buffalo, New York, after opening and operating the /
Afro-Asian bookstore in the Black community in 1967. Many Black youth, college
students, and white radical activists met frequently at the bookstore before and
during the rebellion. In truth, the rebellion was an anti-cop protest brought on by
years of racial persecution and police terror. Sostre and a fellow worker at the
bookstore, Geraldine Robinson, were publicly vilified as “provokers® of the riot,
racial agitators, and communists, then framed in the racist court system. He was
given 41 years in prison, whilehis alleged co-defend giventwoyearsin prison.
This was all covered up with a false charge that they were using the bookstore for
narcotics and other alleged criminal acts. There is no question that they were being
persecuted by the stave for their political views and organization. ‘
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"~ Tmet Martin Sostre in 1960, when he and | were both confined at the Federal House
of Detention in New York City. | had just been brought back to the country from

East Germany, my last place of asylum, after I had hijacked a plane to Cuba earlier
that year.
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1 had hijacked a commercial airline at gunpoint in Atlanta, Georgia, running from
racist “Southern justice” and the FBL I was on the run for most of that year. In
hijacking a plane and forcing it to land in Cuba, I faced grave legal dangers. This was
atime when hijacking a plane meant that you faced the death penalty or life in prison
without possibility of parole. When arrested by U.S. authorities, they knew [ wasz
“Black militant™ and communist, so there would be no leniency, especially from an
all-white jury in the South, in a racist klan hovel called Newnan, Georgia.
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Martin always told me the truth sbout what could happen to me, that it would be
deadly and that he did not know how | would come out. Yet, he always told me to
have no fear and to never give up, no matter what | faced down South He kgew a
“legal lynching” in Georgia could end my life; he just didn't want me to to surrender
and beg those racists for mercy. He knew [ wouldn't get any mercy from those racists
anyway.
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He also knew first-hand what the racist legal and prison systems in America wereall
about, In New York state prisons, Sostre had suffered immeasurably. He had faced
many long years of physical and mental torture; both in his first prison sentence, as
well as the * riot™ and drugs frame-up case at his Black radical bookscore in Buffalo,
M.Y. Yet years of racism, solitary confi and an envi of fear,
degradation, and intimidation did not break him, It made him stronger and more
determined in his resistance,
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So, his advice to a 20-year-old *kid", who had never even been to prison before, was
to “keep your head up and keep fighting " Which from him was not just optimistic,
but focused on resistance. He bad always followed his own advice. Earlier in his
prison term in the 1960's ar Artica, Martin had filed a number of lawsuits against
New York state prison officials: against discrimination towards adherents of the
Mation of Islam; to require a fair administrative hearing before disciplinary
punish could be imposed; lawsuits against the NYS Board of Parole, and many
claims that conditions of solitaryconfinement were unconstitutional, and a number
of other fssues, But it was his lawsuit against prison censorship which ultimarely
overturned prison censorship, and changed overall conditions for hundreds of
thousands of prisoners nationwide, and created a mass prisoners’ fightback
movement. It showed that self-help legal rights for prisoners was the central issue
laying the foundation for prisoners' rights by challenging conditions of confinement S~ ‘ l
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Truchtully, | was just one of those prisoners who followed his instructions to bring
lawsuis againse prison officials in the areas of the country where their prisons were
located, in order to give the New York federal anti-censorship case and its order in
Sostre v. Ogis, 2 national application to all prison systems. This would give teeth to '
all prison censorship struggles and a model for judges everywhere 1o issue similar \
rulings.

Shartly before | was transferred to Georgia, he told-me in minute detail how to fight
my eriminal case in court in Georgia, but even also wrote out the blank lawsuit and ‘
other documents so that | could repeat his prisoners’ civil rights lawsuit in the federal | =
prison court system, and other states. 1 did exactly as Instructed, I:md then uscld the \
prisoner underground to get these legal anti- censorship materials into other prisons. ‘

When | Hrst went to federal prison in 1970, the Christian bible was the only book \
that prisoners were allowed to own. Everything else was confiscated by prison b \ \)
afficials as “contraband.” Thus, all the liverarure | had received in the Fulton County

Jail in Atlanta was immediately confiscated '

Then, 1 woarked with other federal and state prisoners to file lawsuits all over the
country. The simultaneous pressure of these lawsuits literally “burst open the doors™
of both state and lederal prisons everywhere. In no time, it scemed, prisons that
previously had prison censorship rules so stringent as to only allow the King James
bible, now were forced to allow Anarchist, Marxist, Black Nationalisr, and all
manner of controversial or *radical” materials,

S
This allowed prisoners o receive “Muhammad Speaks, the Black Panther Party k-—-"'// -

Intercommunal Newspaper, the Guardian, and so many others never seen in prisons.
O of chis came political di ions or izing that never happened before, and

it quickly led to prisoner lending libraries, Black and ethnic cultural studies /
\

programs, and many other basic rights for prisaners, even in my rraditionally racist ' '
and conservative prison at Terre Haute, Indiana, federal prison. <&
S-ee-ing this, many old school repressive prison guards and wardens began to quit | ==——

i

their jobs and complained about che alleged “coddling” of prisoners. This happened -__""h‘ ,
through the 1970, but especially after the Arrica New York stare prison rebellion in - \
Seprember 1971, Although the Acrica rebellion cost the lives of over 40 prisoners and S

guards, and the torture of hundreds more, while it lasted it educated millions of
people on their televisions, when they listened to the prisoner leaders describe their
grievances and other mistreatent: These civilians were further jolted “into reality™
when they saw the stare of New York's murderous armed counterattack caused by
the governor's hard line stance against furcher negotiations. Prisoners at Artica were
literally slaughtered live on television.

" Because of their revulsion, overnight, it seemed, millions of people would now
understand the degree of racism, degradation, and repression that the prisoners were
forced ta live with. Unlike the usually vacuous and escapist TV shows thar the
American public watched, now they were forced to see the prisoners tortured o
death while all looked on.

At the end there was a bloodbath, which was supposed to silence a nation of f*
prisoners, the Black poor, political radicals, anti-war activists, civil right protesters,
students, and many others. But we did not give up in fear or resignation. Protests
broke out all over the nation, urban ghettos, college campuses, churches, barrios, and
50 many other places to express outrage at this fascist assault. The cry of "Attica,
Attica, Artica™ was everywhere. Everyone knew what it meant. Tens of thousands of
prisoners created a strike wave in prisons all over the USA and the world. Further,
ardinary people on the outside volunteered to help prisoners, and began to speak out
against racism and prison guard brutality. Law students and their professors filed
lawsults over prison conditions; pastors and divinity leaders talked about prison
abolition and the “sin of racism" from the pulpit; Black community and civil rights
activists began to denounce racism and the oppression of Black people in prisons by
white racist soclery and government. It seemed everyone was expressing their
outrage over the bloody repression of Attica

Maore important is that a new prison abolitionist movement was created. This
Included Anarchises with a traditional abolitionist stance, related to anti-statism,
the New Left radical tendencies, tradivional civil rights groups, radical feminist
tendencies and Queer liberation, and the Black Panther Party on the Black Left. This_
new prisoner support movement was an active civil rights movement, which
supported the actual rise of a Prisoners’ Rights movement, affiliated with or inspired
by radical and Black student movements like Black Power, other groups like the New
Lefr, Vietnam ant-war movement, and many others in that period.
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solitary confinement.had the nerve to fight back caused many of us to speak up as
well. We realized that together as prisoners, we could do a great many things to ‘\
resist prison abuse. Books and the free thinking brought by them opened our eyes -
and cleared our minds to the possibilities of liberation. None of this would have ‘\

4
4 In his successful fight against censorship and the banning of Black and radical \YINS
@ literarure, Sostre opened the door for all this to happen. The idea that onc man in \ '
-
TV
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happened without the courageous example of Martin Sostre. He is an example of
resistance and radical belief,

In the 1960s and 1970's, the heyday of the American Prisoners' Rights Movement, a
movement not unlike the major civil rights and radical protest movements of the
period, surfaced and fought for and won human rights for the hundreds of thousands
of prisoners in the American prison systerh. Of course, Ronald Reagan and Right-
wing conservatives took over the governiment, and they reversed most of the gains
‘ and mured the voices of prisoner-organizers which had arisen in that carlier period.
‘ They virtually have now destroyed almost any abilicy of prisoners alone o contest
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their oppressive living conditions from the inside. This is why prisoners and
abolitionists must start ancw, We must build a movement berween prisoncrs and
« prison abolitionists on the outside.
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< This is why | believe today thar we can win against the reimposed censorship
b regulations. Simply stated, we have done it before and can do i again.
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Legal Materials
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- not able to provide legal advice or representation)

Colonbia Jailbouse Lawyers Manual,

Ch 1: How to Use the JLM

Ch 2: Invoduction to Legal Research

Ch 3: Your Right to Learm :heI.sw&GamCaun_':
Ch 4: How to Find & Lawyer :
Ch 5: Choosing 2 Courtand a Lawsait

Ch € An Intraduction to Legal Documents

Ch 7: Freedom of Information

Ch 8: Obeaining Information o Prepare Your
Case: The Process of Discovery

Ch 9: Appealing Your Conviction of Sentence

Ch 10: Applying for Re-Sentencing for Drug
Offenses '

Ch 11: Using Post-Convictdon DNA, wsting w
Auack Your Conviction or Sentence

Ch 12: Appealing Your Conviction Based on
Tneffective Assistance of Counsel

Ch 13: Federal Habeas Corpus

Ch 34 The Prison Litigation Reform Act

Ch 15z Inmaze Grievance Procedures

Ch 16 Using 42 U.S.C. § 1983 to Obrain Relief
from Violations of Federal

Ch 17: The Scae’s Duty to Protect You and Your
Property: Tort Actions

Ch 18: Your Righes Az Prison Disciplinary
Proceedings

Ch 19: Your Right to Communicate with the
Ourside World

Ch 20: Using Acticle 440 € the New York Crleainal
Procedure Law to Amack Your Unfair Conviction

C&%Yourﬁgbtmheﬁu&mﬂm&hy
Prison Guardsand Other Incarcerated People
Ch 25: Your Right to be Free from Illegal Body
Searches

Ch 26: Infectious Diseases: ATDS, Heparitls,
Tubercalosis, and MRSA in Prison

Ch 27: Religious Freedom in Prison

Ch 28: Rights of Incarcerared People with
Disabilities

Ch 29: Special Issues for Incarcerased People with
Menzal Tliness ;

Ch 30: Special Informarion for Lesbian, Gay,
Bisexual, Transgender, snd/or Queer Incarcerasid
Posple

Ch 31: Securiry Clasificssion 2o Gang Validation
Ch 32: Parcle

Ch 33: Rights of Incarcerated Parents

Ch 34 The Rights of Pretrial Detainces

Ch 35: Gerxing Out Easly: Conditional and Early
Release

Ch 36: Special Considerations for Sex Offenders
Ch 37: Rights Upon Release

Ch 38: Rights of Youth in Priscn

Ch 3%: Temporary Release Programs

Ch 40: Plea Bargzining

Ch 41: Special Issues of Incarcerated Women
Section IX: Appendices

Appendix I: Addresses of Federal Courts & New
York Stave Prisons and Their Respective Federal
Judicial Districts

ot Tllegal Sentence Appendi II: New York Seaze: Filing Instractions &
Ch 21: Staze Habeas Corpus: Florida, New Yok, Addresses of New York Stste Courss
Ch 22: How 1o Challenge Administrasive Arorneys
Decisions Using Asticle 78 of the New York Civil — Appendix TV: Directory of Legal and Socil Services”
Practice Law and Rules for Incarceraed People i
Ch 23: Your Right to Adequase Medicsl Care
€ THeM ek
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Midwest Books to Prisoners

1321 N. Milwaukee Ave PMB #460
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Chicago, I 60622
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I NOT ONLY DO WE '
) DESIRE TO CHANGE oun:

' LIVES IMMEDIATELY,
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IT IS THE CRITERION BY,
WHICH WE ARE SEEKING)

OUR ACCOMPLICES. :
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Homewood, IL 60430
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